

The Air Force Reserve Officers' Training
Corps (ROTC) is an educational program designed
to provide college students an opportunity to
become Air Force officers while completing their
bachelor's degree programs.

Air Force ROTC offers two routes to an Air
Force commission-the Air Force ROTC Four-Year
Program and Two-Year Program.

Four-Year Program

The General Military Course is the first half
of the Four-Year Program and is taken during the
freshman and sophomore years. This program
allows students to "try out" Air Force ROTC for
one to four semesters without incurring an obliga-
tion unless on an Air Force ROTC scholarship.
While attending classes, students learn more about
the Air Force and the historical development of
airpower.

Entrance into the last half of the Four-Year
Program, called the Professional Officer Course
(POC), is competitive. These junior and senior level
courses cover leadership skills and national defense
policy.

Two-Year Program

This program, also called the Professional Of-
ficer Course (POC), is open to qualified sophomore
students, especially those majoring in selected
scientific and technical areas, such as mathematics,
meteorology, engineering and computer science. It
is also open to junior college transfer students and
veterans who have at least four semesters remain-
ing (undergraduate or a combination of the two)
before entering the ROTC program.

Because entrance into the POC program is
competitive, it is important to apply during the se-

cond quarter of the sophomore year. Students ap-
plying to enter the Two-Year Program attend a six-
week summer Field Training before entering. Dur-
ing the Professional Officer Course or while on
scholarship, ROTC cadets receive a $100 nontax-
able monthly allowance.

As an Air Force ROTC cadet, students spend
one class period each week putting into practice
the leadership skills and management theory ac-
quired during class. Leadership Laboratory is a
cadet-centered program designed to improve the
cadets' performance as Air Force officers.

To qualify for the POC, students must be U.S.
citizens, be full-time students at schools offering
Air Force ROTC, be at least age 17 with
parent/legal guardian consent and be physically
qualified. Potential cadets must be of good moral
character and be in good academic standing with
two academic years remaining. Additionally, they
must successfully pass the Air Force Officer Quali-
fying Test and be interviewed and selected by a
board of Air Force officers. Selectees than complete
a six-week Field Training course if a two-year
cadet; a four-week course if a four-year cadet.

ROTC cadets must complete all graduation
and commissioning requirements as follows:
pilot/navigator candidate-before age 26 1/2;
scholarship recipient-before age 25 as of June 30
in the eligible year of commissioning; nonscholar-
ship recipient-before age 30 (35 with a waiver).

Air Force ROTC scholarships

Air Force ROTC offers four-year scholarships
on a competitive basis to high school seniors or
graduates who want to major in selected scientific
and technical areas such as engineering,

ces for the grade of staff sergeant (E-5) dur-
